Dr. Hume Field is an international authority on emerging zoonoses associated with bats. His formal qualifications include veterinary science, environmental science, and infectious disease epidemiology.

He has played a key role in the identification of various species of bats as the natural reservoir of Hendra virus and Australian bat lyssavirus (Australia), Nipah virus (Malaysia and Indonesia), SARS coronavirus (China), and Reston ebolavirus (Philippines). His 'big picture' perspective is very much ecosystem health, highlighting the connection between environmental, livestock, and human health.

Dr. Field was the head of the Queensland Center for Emerging Infectious Diseases in Australia until 2013, and is now working with EcoHealth Alliance as a Science and Policy Advisor for both China and southeast Asia regions. His research focus remains the ecology of emerging diseases associated with bats.

Professor Dr. Helen Benedict Lasimbang is a Consultant Obstetrician and Gynecologist and the Chief Executive Officer of Hospital Universiti Malaysia Sabah (HUMS). She obtained both her medical degree and Masters in Obstetrics and Gynecology from University of Malaya.

Professor Dr. Helen is actively involved in teaching, research, clinical work, and community service. She practiced as a clinician, firstly with the Ministry of Health of Malaysia for 12 years, then subsequently in a private hospital in Sabah for 9 years before joining University Malaysia Sabah (UMS) in 2012. In 2014, she was appointed to be the head of Department of Reproductive Health of Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, UMS. Subsequently, she was appointed first as the Deputy Dean Clinical Services, then as the Deputy Dean Postgraduate and Research, and to this current position since 2018. She was also the head of Developmental Health Research Unit (DHRU) from 2016 to 2018. She is involved in organizing community work through MERCY Malaysia and other non-governmental organizations.

Her main field of interest is women's sexual reproductive health, community empowerment particularly in reducing alcohol-related harm, and promotion of a healthy lifestyle. She has published and edited multiple high-impact papers since joining the university. Her team has just completed producing the "Alcohol Toolkit", a set of educational workbooks to transfer knowledge and empower communities to adopt safer drinking habits and reduce alcohol-related harm.
